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1ne launch o Vanguard s second issue last week followed the slow

but swelling wave of support for LGBT rights in Vietnam.

Artwork by Kim Co.
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This is not to say that such changes have been swift or that concerns
surrounding LGBT issues have been fully resolved. But in an
interesting twist, reports put out by USAID and an unlikely ally —
Vietnamese state-run media — have sought to provide accurate
information about Vietnam’s LGBT community. Although the media
has been (carefully) attempting to foster a deeper understanding of
this group, particularly regarding health and social matters, what is still

missing is a realistic look at local LGBT people.

The self-produced Vanguardis a rare endeavour that can surely add
new voices to this understanding by including a specific segment of

the LGBT community: artists.

“The main goal is to provide a platform for LGBT artists who make art
that is not accepted here in Vietnam at the moment. There are already
people that have been making good quality works but there is not an
outlet for them, and that is why most of them are 'new’,” explained
Aiden, one of the founders, who is originally from New York but is now

based in the southern Vietnamese metropolis.
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w.wsttCbavz he' v.o ke 2pprov 2d, even more so when it revolves
around realities that draw little empathy from Vietnamese society, “|
also think that a lot of artists in Vietnam are asked to do work that is
very commercial in order to make a living. We want artists to make

pieces that express their individuality,” said Aiden.

Artwork by Nam Ndam.
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Artwork by Céng Thanh.

"We also find that Vietnamese people’s view of the LGBT community
is very stereotypical: we dress in eccentric clothes, we are infected
with diseases and we spend our lives partying. We hope to contribute

to changing people’s mind-set.”

The second issue of Vanguardfeatures 10 artists — illustrators, visual
artists and writers — and includes photographs, drawings, short stories

and poetry.
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f <6 vt thich di du ljch lac con bé, Ludn trong che cli cdm gidc chodng nggp xadt hign
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i cim g.mc nén nao khéng baoe gio bign mit trong long, =

Written work by Anh Tran.

"For me personally, Vanguard seems to be the first publication that
channels the written creativity of LGBTs among other gay magazines
filled with models sporting ripped abs and lists of sex tips. Written
works, regardless of styles and muses, are encouraged in Vanguardin
order to acknowledge and promote the value of art and reading
among image-filled media nowadays. That is how Aiden came up with
a brilliant name for the zine — 'Van' in Vanguard means literature in

Vietnamese, and it is the first queer zine, or probably the first ever in
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AV Z A Spes @ co..naecdon ot Vietnam because back in New York |
do not know any Vietnamese people. So, when | came back here, |
found people that understand me because we have the same roots.
Vietnam is developing and | want to be part of this transition, like it
happened in the 70s and 80s in the States,” said Aiden when asked
how he and his friend Nu (also from New York) decided to make a zine

in Saigon.

Aside for the transgression of the subject matter, the content of
Vanguard does not tread the same shocking and political paths that
could be found in the punk American zines of the 70s. “My written
pieces revolve around the silent, premonitory destruction of time,
unrequited love, casual sex's aftertaste and solitude, or just simply my
feelings after reading a good book. Written content in Vanguard does
not necessarily have a story line. It is simply to embrace writing and

reading,” explained Dang.
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Taoi roi vio doi mat &y, doi mat chifa nhiing dong dung nham chéy do
miu tro, ritng ryc phip phéng sau hang mi cong vudt, le 16i dnh sing
veu dt ciia nhitng ngdi sao xa. Pém dy ving trang bj che khudt, va thu
anh sang ma vin minh lodi ngudi tudi dam 1én toi dén ngdp ngua cling
tan din trong con chéch chodng, Trong bong 16i ¢ lung chitng nhiing
thé gidi, toi thay minh binh yén ki la. Budc di trong cii hoang vu nei
dd toi nhin thiy ban, ] hep dnh sdng duy nhit gita mau den tich mich
clia vii try. Toi cudn vio ban, thiy than thé minh nhe bing tua dang bay
nhu mot hat gidng rini ciy me troi di w0 dinh. Trong khoanh khic dy toi
khong cin nhdé minh di ddu va khong mudn biét minh s& ngitng lai o
diun nifa,

Toi mudn quén di nhing dinh nghia ma nguti ta ding d€ xic dinh dini
nhau, diri toi.

Migng toi dang ngal mat ndi phién. Toi buong minh thanh mot dong
suti nha len vao doi bit mai giy cita ban dé tim chiit vi ngot ngao ma toi
chita bao gid ducic ném. Nuoi day qud budn dé cho sy thinh lang ciing trd
nén qui dn o, nd cudn minh vio mot goc tdi tim, dé€ lai toi va ban nhu
nhiing nét duy nhit trén khuon nhac trong hoac. Toi cam nhén dudc
nhitng didu ngon tay cham vaoe tim hdn toi réi khé vadt ve nd, xoa din
nd, Bén trong toi tim kinh v toang ndi v&t niit tao ra bdi nhitng nét
man trdn vo hinh trén da thit, khong mot tiéng ddng. Tém kinh &y phan
chi€u cai ma xa hoi ve 1én vi bil 16 phai thiy, nhung trong anh sing cha
ho toi khing thiy duge minh, vi moi thi qua ding din dén hoan hio.

Written work by Phudc Thai.

A testament perhaps to the fact that their intention is indeed to allow
LGBT artists to freely express their creativity and to carve out a space
within the arts and hopefully the community, “we welcome everyone
to join us and to share their thoughts but we still want to feature gay

and lesbian artists since they do not have many other outlets to show

their works,” concluded Aiden.

Vanguard can be found here.


https://www.vanguardzine.com/zine?fbclid=IwAR0i802wNMVBTjwBzEOCFi5XekA3UYAM3Szw1iSzfHg9RnOaWky8y8cliPY
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